
 
 

A Service of Worship 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Hymn/Carol Sing 
December 28, 2025                                                                       10:30 a.m.        
 

*An asterisk denotes an invitation to stand 
 

 We Gather at God’s Call 
 
Congregational Introit  O Come, All Ye Faithful  133 

 
O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 

O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold him, born the King of Angels! 

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 
Greeting and Pouring of the Water 
 
Prelude  Go, Tell It On the Mountain   - Carter 
 
*Call to Worship (responsively)  Ron Matthews, Worship Leader 
   We recount the gracious deeds of God, 
      All the praiseworthy acts the Lord has done for us: 
         Praise God for coming to dwell among us, Immanuel. 
   Praise God for the good news of Jesus, the pioneer of our salvation. 
      Praise God for making us siblings in Christ. 
   Praise God who is present with us still, lifting us up and carrying us. 
      God’s glory shines in heaven and on earth. 
         Praise the Lord! 
 
 *Hymn  What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright  152 

 
What star is this, with beams so bright, 

more lovely than the noonday light? 
’Tis sent to announce a newborn king, 

glad tidings of our God to bring. 

 Our mission: 
To nurture disciples of 
Jesus Christ who are sent to 
join boldly with the Spirit’s 
work in the world. 

 

Massanutten Presbyterian Church Session 
 

Clerk: Ron Matthews, Moderator: Rev. Keith Phillips 
 

Elder Commissions: 
A = Administration & Finance 

CL = Community Life 
MS = Mission & Service 

ND = Nurture & Discipleship 
W = Worship & Music 

 
Massanutten Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
Rev. Keith Phillips, Pastor (kphillips@massanuttenchurch.org) 

Bob Jerome, Director of Music (bjerome@massanuttenchurch.org) 
Carol Lown, Organist (clown@massanuttenchurch.org)  

Hannah Altman, Children and Youth Program Director (haltman@massanuttenchurch.org) 
Ashlea Liptrap, Administrative Assistant (office@massanuttenchurch.org) 

Katie Rodgers, Financial Administrator & Nursery Caregiver 
(finance@massanuttenchurch.org) 

Anna Richardson, Digital Worship Coordinator (media@massanuttenchurch.org) 
Dick Leecy and Cindy Grimes, Custodians 

 
 CONTACT US: 
 50 Indian Trail Road     USE THIS QR CODE 
 Penn Laird, Virginia. 22846       TO SHARE YOUR 
 540-434-6194          OFFERING ONLINE 
 massanuttenchurch.org 

Class of 2026 
Erin Basgier (W) 

Jennifer Coffelt (ND) 
Ashley Gordon-Becker (MS) 

Deidre Lenderking (A) 
Beth Smith (ND) 

Class of 2027 
David Allen (ND) 
Kathy Frakes (W) 
Pam French (CL) 

Lindsey Harvell-Bowman (MS) 
Ric Leobold (A) 

Class of 2028 
Gina Holden (CL) 

Jean Kilby (W) 
Bill Marlowe (A) 

Riley Scheidt (MS) 
Doug Sensabaugh (CL) 

In the event of inclement weather, check church closings  
on massanuttenchurch.com, WHSV-TV, whsv.com,  

and the church Facebook page. 



’Tis now fulfilled what God decreed, 
“From Jacob shall a star proceed”; 

and lo! the eastern sages stand 
to read in heaven the Lord’s command. 

 
While outward signs the star displays, 

an inward light the Lord conveys 
and urges them, with tender might, 

to seek the giver of the light. 
 

O Jesus, while the star of grace 
impels us on to seek your face, 

let not our slothful hearts refuse 
the guidance of your light to use. 

 
*Call to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession (unison) 
   God of love and compassion, you have come into the world  
      and yet we have not recognized you.  
   Forgive our lack of insight  
      and open our eyes to see you here and now,  
         that we may receive your grace  
            through Jesus our Christ. Amen. 
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively) 
   Siblings in Christ, it is clear that Jesus Christ came to help sinners.  
      He is our Savior in all our distress, and it is his presence that saves us.  
         Declare with me the good news of the gospel:  
            In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 
*Response of Praise  Of the Father’s Love Begotten (v. 6)  108 

 
Christ, to thee with God the Father, 

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

and unwearied praises be. 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 

and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore! Amen. 

 
 

Life at Massanutten 
 
¨ Attention: Session calls a Congregational Meeting after worship today to (1) receive 

the report from the CNC introducing candidates for the Pastor Nominating Committee 
and (2) elect a Pastor Nominating Committee. 

 
¨ Are you interested in joining MPC? See Pastor Keith or an elder to learn how! 
 
¨ Choir Reminder: The choir will not rehearse on New Year’s Eve but will meet on 

Sunday, January 4th, at 9:00 am and resume regular Wednesday evening rehearsals 
beginning January 7th. 

 
¨ Third Wednesday Fellowship: Our “Come to the Table” Third Wednesday 

Fellowship will gather again on January 21, 2026. Join us for fellowship and great food 
around the table! 

 
¨ Sunday Morning Mingle: Our faith and fellowship gathering will resume on Sunday, 

February 1st. We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of February—and on the first 
Sunday of each month thereafter—from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for 
our Sunday Morning Mingle. Enjoy light refreshments and take the opportunity to get 
to know one another better. Let us come together in grace for this Sunday morning 
gathering and celebrate the joy of strengthening our connections! 

 
¨ Coffee Break Small Group: There will be NO Coffee Small Group in January, the 

next group will meet on Thursday, February 5th, at 10:00 am at the Kaffee Klatsch at 
the Dayton Market. All are welcome! 

 
¨ Home Alone “Let’s Eat!”: Gather with friends to cook meals together! See Julia 

Sensabaugh for details. 
 
¨ Safety Message: Always be suspicious of emails or texts asking you to purchase gift 

cards or to provide financial information. There’s a good chance it is an imposter. 
 

 
The church office will be closed from 

Wednesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve), 
through Thursday, January 1st (New Year’s Day). 

We will reopen on Monday, January 5th, at 9:00 am. 
Have a safe and happy holiday! 



Introduction to Four Cents a Meal 

Four Cents a Meal Offering  Give Thanks  647 
 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart; 
give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; 
give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 
 

And now let the weak say, 
“We are strong;” 
let the poor say,  

“We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 
 

And now let the weak say, 
“We are strong;” 
let the poor say,  

“We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 
Give thanks. Give thanks. 

 
 

We Gather around God’s Word 
 

Let’s sing hymns and carols together! 
Please share the hymn # from the Glory to God hymnal when directed. 

 
 

Serving December 28 
 

Door Monitor: Marc Davis 
 

Greeters: Dexter and Cindy Taylor 
 

Ushers & Water Pourers:  
Dale and Dorothy Dobroth 
 

Faith Village & Middle School: 
No Sunday School 
 
HS Breakfast:  
No HS Breakfast 
 

Godly Play:   
No Godly Play 
 

Nursery: 
Katie Rodgers & Julia Sensabaugh 
 

Youth Group:  
No Youth Group 
 

Serving January 4 
 

Door Monitor: Skip Wissinger 
 

Greeters: Ric and JoAnn Leobold 
 

Ushers & Water Pourers:  
Cheryl Henderson & TBD 
 

Faith Village & Middle School: 
Hannah Altman & Jennifer Coffelt 
 
HS Breakfast:  
Mary Mabry & Emily Burkholder 
 

Godly Play:   
Hannah Altman & TBD 
 

Nursery: 
Katie Rodgers & Katie Gray 
 

Youth Group:  
Sarah Rimer, Doug Sensabaugh, 
and Gus Scheidt 

This Week At MPC 
Sunday, December 28 
 9:00 am No Adult Sunday School 
  No Faith Village 
  No MS Sunday School 
  No HS Breakfast 
  No Parent Fellowship 
 10:30 am Worship  
  No Godly Play 
 2:00 pm Cub Scouts (108, 119)  
  No Fun w/ Handbells 
  No Youth Group 
 

Monday, December 29 
 6:00 pm Cub Scouts (108, 119) 
 

Tuesday, December 30  
 

Wednesday, December 31 
 7:30 am Men’s Prayer Group (FH)  
  Church Office Closed 
  No Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 1 
 4:30 pm Mosaic (HBR) 
  Church Office Closed 
 

Friday, January 2 
 6:00 pm Dance Group (FH) 
  Church Office Closed 
 

Saturday, January 3 
  Church Office Closed    

Sunday, January 4 
 9:00 am Adult Sunday School  
  (117,119) 
 9:30 am Faith Village 
  MS Sunday School 
  HS Breakfast 
  Parent Fellowship 
 10:30 am Worship 
  “Undecorating” of Sanctuary/  
  Church after Worship 
  Godly Play 
 1:00 pm Recorder Rehearsal (200) 
 4:00 pm Cub Scouts (108, 119) 
 5:00 pm Fun with Handbells (HBR) 
 6:00 pm Youth Group 

Today, we receive the 4-Cents-a-Meal offering,  
part of the PC(USA)’s Cents-Ability program.  

Contributions to 4-Cents-a-Meal supports hunger relief efforts both 
locally and globally. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the funds raised 
will stay at Massanutten. We will use this portion to support food 

purchases for our Blessings-in-a-Bag/Food-for-the-Weekend 
program at South River Elementary School in Grottoes. 



We Respond to God’s Word 
 
*Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed (2) 
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
    
   And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
      who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
         suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
            he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
               he ascended into heaven,  
                  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
                     from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 
   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;  
      the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
         the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Song of Thanksgiving  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (v. 3)  119 

 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
Concerns of the Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

We Are Sent to the World 
 
*Hymn  God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (vv. 1-4)  543 

 
God, be the love to search and keep me; 

God, be the prayer to move my voice; 
God, be the strength to now uphold me: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 

Bind to myself the Name of Holy, 
great cloud of witnesses enfold; 

prophets, apostles, angels witness: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 
Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, 

flashing of lightning, strength of wind, 
depth of the sea to soil of planet: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 

Walking behind to hem my journey, 
going ahead to light my way, 

and from beneath, above, and all ways: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 
*Benediction 
 
*Benediction Response God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (v. 5)  543 

 
Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 
Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 


