
 
 

A Service of Worship 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Follow Me - Hope 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 

December 21, 2025                                                                       10:30 a.m.        
 
*An asterisk denotes an invitation to stand 

 
We Gather at God’s Call 

 
Introit  Christians, Awake! - Byron 
 
Greeting 
 
Prelude  In Dulci Jubilo - J.S. Bach 
 
Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy (responsively)  The Gray Family 
   Where do we proclaim hope? 
      On hillsides and valleys, in villages and cities, 
         go tell it everywhere! 
   How do we proclaim hope? 
      In lament and in song; 
         in sighs too deep for words and jubilant exclamation.  
            With the Spirit of the Lord upon us, bringing good news to all. 
   On this fourth Sunday of Advent, let us light a candle to proclaim hope. 
 
Candle Lighting Hymn  Live into Hope 

 
Live into hope of captives freed 

from chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
to faith and hope and joy and peace. 

 
Opening Prayer 
 
 
 

 Our mission: 
To nurture disciples of Jesus Christ 
who are sent to join boldly with the 
Spirit’s work in the world. 

 

Massanutten Presbyterian Church Session 
 

Clerk: Ron Matthews, Moderator: Rev. Keith Phillips 
 

Elder Commissions: 
A = Administration & Finance 

CL = Community Life 
MS = Mission & Service 

ND = Nurture & Discipleship 
W = Worship & Music 

 
Massanutten Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
Rev. Keith Phillips, Pastor (kphillips@massanuttenchurch.org) 

Bob Jerome, Director of Music (bjerome@massanuttenchurch.org) 
Carol Lown, Organist (clown@massanuttenchurch.org)  

Hannah Altman, Children and Youth Program Director (haltman@massanuttenchurch.org) 
Ashlea Liptrap, Administrative Assistant (office@massanuttenchurch.org) 

Katie Rodgers, Financial Administrator & Nursery Caregiver 
(finance@massanuttenchurch.org) 

Anna Richardson, Digital Worship Coordinator (media@massanuttenchurch.org) 
Dick Leecy and Cindy Grimes, Custodians 

 
 CONTACT US: 
 50 Indian Trail Road     USE THIS QR CODE 
 Penn Laird, Virginia. 22846       TO SHARE YOUR 
 540-434-6194          OFFERING ONLINE 
 massanuttenchurch.org 

Class of 2026 
Erin Basgier (W) 

Jennifer Coffelt (ND) 
Ashley Gordon-Becker (MS) 

Deidre Lenderking (A) 
Beth Smith (ND) 

Class of 2027 
David Allen (ND) 
Kathy Frakes (W) 
Pam French (CL) 

Lindsey Harvell-Bowman (MS) 
Ric Leobold (A) 

Class of 2028 
Gina Holden (CL) 

Jean Kilby (W) 
Bill Marlowe (A) 

Riley Scheidt (MS) 
Doug Sensabaugh (CL) 

In the event of inclement weather, check church closings  
on massanuttenchurch.com, WHSV-TV, whsv.com,  

and the church Facebook page. 



*Congregational Hymn  O Come, All Ye Faithful  133 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

True God from true God, Light from light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

very God, begotten, not created! 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 
 
 We Gather around God’s Word: Lessons and Carols 
 
Poems shared during today’s worship service come from the book Kneeling in Bethlehem 
by Ann Weems. 

 
Scripture  Micah 5:1-5a 
  
Poem  Toward the Light 
    
Choral Anthem  Of the Father’s Love Begotten  - Trevor Manor 
 
Poem  The Child is Born Again 
 
Poem  Godburst 

Life at Massanutten 
 
¨ The Community Life Christmas Dinner is after today’s worship service. The menu 

features Chicken Cordon Bleu in Cream Gravy, Green Beans, Ginger-Glazed Carrots, 
Mashed Potatoes, and Rolls, with Cookies for dessert. All are welcome! You don’t 
want to miss it!  

 
¨ Upcoming Congregational Meeting: Session calls a Congregational Meeting on Dec. 

28, 2025, after worship to (1) receive the report from the CNC introducing candidates 
for the Pastor Nominating Committee and (2) elect a Pastor Nominating Committee. 

 
¨ Choir Reminder: The choir will not rehearse on Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve but 

will meet on Sunday, January 4th, at 9:00 am and resume regular Wednesday evening 
rehearsals beginning January 7th.  

 
¨ Coffee Break Small Group: There will be NO Coffee Small Group in January, the 

next group will meet on Thursday, February 5th, at 10:00 am at the Kaffee Klatsch at 
the Dayton Market. All are welcome! 

 
¨ Safety Message: Be aware of where fire alarms and extinguishers are located before 

you need them! 
The church office will be closed from 

Wednesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve), 
through Thursday, January 1st (New Year’s Day). 

We will reopen on Monday, January 5th, at 9:00 am. 
Have a safe and happy holiday! 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 
Wed., Dec. 24 4:30 p.m.  Family-Oriented Christmas Eve   
    Worship with Candlelit “Silent Night” 
 
  7:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Worship 
     with Communion & Candlelit “Silent  
    Night” 
 
Sun., Dec. 28    Hymn / Christmas Carol Sing during  
    worship 



*Congregational Carol  Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus  83 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Poem  The Christmas Spirit 
 
Choral Anthem  Away in a Manger  - Molly Ijames 
 
Poem  This Year 
 
*Congregational Carol  Angels, from the Realms of Glory  143 

 
Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

you, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 
Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great desire of nations; you have seen his natal star: 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king! 

Serving December 21 
 

Door Monitor: Dwight Wm Newman 
 

Greeters: Ric and JoAnn Leobold 
 

Ushers & Water Pourers:  
Mike Guinn and Sally Brown 
 

Faith Village & Middle School: 
No Sunday School 
 
HS Breakfast:  
No HS Breakfast 
 

Godly Play:   
No Godly Play 
 

Nursery: 
Katie Rodgers & Emily Burkholder  
 

Youth Group:  
No Youth Group 

Serving December 28 
 

Door Monitor: Marc Davis 
 

Greeters: TBD 
 

Ushers & Water Pourers:  
Dale and Dorothy Dobroth 
 

Faith Village & Middle School: 
No Sunday School 
 
HS Breakfast:  
No HS Breakfast 
 

Godly Play:   
No Godly Play 
 

Nursery: 
Katie Rodgers & Julia Sensabaugh 
 

Youth Group:  
No Youth Group 

This Week At MPC 
Sunday, December 21 - Advent 4 
 9:00 am Adult Sunday School (117,119) 
  No Faith Village 
  No MS Sunday School 
  No HS Breakfast 
  No Parent Fellowship 
 10:30 am Worship - Lessons & Carols 
  Community Life Christmas  
  Dinner (FH) 
  No Godly Play 
 2:00 pm Cub Scouts (108, 119)  
  No Fun w/ Handbells 
  No Youth Group 
 

Monday, December 22 
 6:00 pm Cub Scouts (108, 119) 
 

Tuesday, December 23  
 

Wednesday, December 24 
 7:30 am Men’s Prayer Group (FH)  
 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Early Service 
 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Late Service -  
  Communion 
  Church Office Closed 
  No Choir Rehearsal 
 

 
Thursday, December 25 
  Church Office Closed 
 

Friday, December 26 
  Church Office Closed 
 

Saturday, December 27 
  Church Office Closed    

Sunday, December 28 
 9:00 am Adult Sunday School (117,119) 
  No Faith Village 
  No MS Sunday School 
  No HS Breakfast 
  No Parent Fellowship 
 10:30 am Worship  
  No Godly Play 
 2:00 pm Cub Scouts (108, 119)  
  No Fun w/ Handbells 
  No Youth Group 



Poem  To Listen, to Look. 
 
Choral Anthem  Shepherds’ Carol  - Forrest 
 
Poem  The World Still Knows 
 
*Congregational Carol  As with Gladness Men of Old  150 

 
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 

 
As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before thee, whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 
As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare, 

so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 

 
Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 

and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 
Poem  Had We Been There 
 
Choral Anthem  What Strangers Are These  - Forrest 

 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
*Affirmation of Faith (unison)  Selections from John 1 
   In the beginning was the Word,  
      and the Word was with God,  
         and the Word was God.  
            He was in the beginning with God.  
      All things came into being through him,  
         and without him not one thing came into being.  
      What has come into being in him was life,  
         and the life was the light of all people.  
            The light shines in the darkness,  
               and the darkness did not overcome it. 

   To all who received him, who believed in his name,  
      he gave power to become children of God, who were born,  
         not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man,  
            but of God.  
 
   And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  
      and we have seen his glory,  
         the glory of a father’s only son,  
            full of grace and truth.  
 
   From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  
      The law indeed was given through Moses;  
         grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  
      No one has ever seen God.  
         It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,  
            who has made him known. 
 
 

We Are Sent to the World 
 
Charge and Blessing 
 
Choral Meditation  See Amid the Winter’s Snow  - Forrest 
 
 
Please remain seated and reflect on the words of the choral meditation before exiting the 
sanctuary. 

 


